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How New Drama Pictures of People's Call Daily
Newspaper (Minhu Ribao) Affected the GanSu
Drought Rescue

Wu, I-Wei

Abstract

A terrible drought hit GanSu in June 1909. It hadn't rained since 1906. People's Call Daily
Newspaper (Minhu Ribao) firstly reported this disaster, and criticized the corruption and indif-
ference of GanSu local government. The news soon aroused people's attention. Businessmen in
Shanghai raised a fund for it and appealed to all citizens for help. People's Call Daily
Newspaper played a key role in the whole rescue process.

The drama industry originally had the tradition to assist victims of disasters. After reading
the news from People's Call Daily Newspaper, theaters such as “New stage” soon performed
charitable plays and performers also donated money for it. The disaster was scripted to a charita-
ble play called “GanSu drought”™ and printed on People's Call Daily Newspaper .

The purpose of this article is to rediscover the history of Gansu drought as well as to find
out the roles that theaters played and how drama performers switched their social status through

the rescue process.

Key words : Pictorial Picture Newspaper, People's Call Daily Newspaper (Minhu

Ribao), Disaster Reliever, New Stage, Performer, GanSu Drought
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